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	Sir John William Jeffcott[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Sir John William Jeffcott SASL [B464]] 
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Jeffcott was the first judge to be appointed to the Supreme Court of SA (1836).[footnoteRef:2]  He was also a member of SA Legislative Council from 1836-1837.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  Hague (1963); https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/129195367   ; https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5084003  ]  [3:  https://www2.parliament.sa.gov.au/formermembers/Detail.aspx?pid=4080 ] 


Behind the scenes:
· In February 1830, Jeffcott was appointed Chief Justice of Sierra Leone.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Hague (2005), p55] 

· 1 May 1833, he was knighted for his services in Sierra Leone.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  ibid] 

· 10 May 1833 Jeffcott challenged Dr Peter Hennis to a duel and shot him dead. Jeffcott was the original aggressor and had provoked the fight.  He fled to Africa before he could be apprehended and a warrant was issued for his arrest on a charge of murder.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Hague (1963), p 35] 

· No one wanted to press the charge so it was arranged that if he returned to England and stood his trial for murder, no evidence would be offered against him.  He surrendered and stood trial in March 1834.  No evidence was tendered against him and he was acquitted of murder.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Hague (1963), pp. 35-46.] 

· He was also removed from his position as Chief Justice in Sierra Leone in 1836 and was unemployed until 1836.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Hague (1967)] 

· ‘Jeffcott could not leave any great mark upon the history of the province. He was an able lawyer, whose promising judicial career was ruined by the fatal duel; and his principal claim to distinction, perhaps, is that of being one of the few British judges ever to stand in the dock charged with murder.’ [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Hague (1967); https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/233615310s ] 

Why he came to South Australia:
· According to Jeffcott -  health reasons - milder climate[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/43658163] 

· According to a 1909 news report he was compelled as a consequence of the duel which resulted in the death of his opponent.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57862682 ] 

· According to Hague he was fleeing a bankruptcy charge.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Hague (2005)] 

Commemoration:
· Jeffcott Street in North Adelaide  

· Jeffcott Chambers (established 1982).  Relocated to 24 Flinders Street, Adelaide 2, March 2018. The building was once the Supreme Court Hotel (1875-1970). Situated alongside the Supreme Court of SA
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Jeffcott Street Whinham College (approximately 1880) [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Jeffcott Street Whinham college SLSA [B4129] https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+4129  ] 
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Jeffcott Street corner of Ward Street (approximately 1894)[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Jeffcott Street corner of Ward street SLSA [PRG631/2/367] https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+631/2/367 ] 
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